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• The new curriculum was introduced in 2014. It is more rigorous 
and sets higher expectations than previously.

• The new National Curriculum was assessed for the first time in 
May 2016

• Children will be tested in Reading, SPAG and Maths

• This year’s Key Stage 2 tests are timetabled from 
Monday 11th May 2020 – Thursday 14th May 2020.

CONTEXT: STAGE 2 SATS



THE ENGLISH TESTS

The structure of the test is similar to the previous KS2 reading tests.

There is a greater emphasis on the comprehension elements of the new 
curriculum.

 Reading - 50 marks

 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test – 50 marks

- Spelling test – 20 words

A Teacher Assessment  of writing ability will be made in May/June 2020.



READING TESTThe Reading Test

 For this test there will be one reading booklet and one answer booklet.

 The test will last for one hour (including reading time).

 There will be a total of 50 marks available.

 There will be a range of texts which may include fiction, non fiction and 
poetry.



KEY STAGE 2 READING
 The reading test is a single paper with questions based on 

three passages of text. Children will have one hour, 
including reading time, to complete the test.

 There will be a selection of question types, including:

 Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show 
the order in which they happen in the story’

 Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’

 Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests 
what the weather is like in the story’

 Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

 Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that 
begins Once upon a time. How does the writer increase the 
tension throughout this paragraph? Explain fully, referring

to the text in your answer.’



MARKS AWARDED FOR EACH READING FOCUS 
JULY 2019

Reading Focus 2a 2b 2c 2d 2e 2f 2g 2h

Give /

explain the

meaning

of words in

context.

Retrieve and 
record 
information / 
identify key 
details from 
fiction and 
non-fiction 

Summarise 
main ideas 
from more 
than one 
paragraph. 

Make 
inferences 
from the 
text / 
explain and 
justify 
inferences 
with 
evidence 
from the 
text. 

Predict 
what 
might 
happen 
from 
details 
stated 
and 
implied. 

Identify / 
explain how 
information / 
narrative 
content is 
related and 
contributes 
to meaning 
as a whole. 

Identify / 
explain 
how 
meaning is 
enhanced 
through 
choice of 
words and 
phrases. 

Make 
comparisons 
within the 
text. 

Number of marks

2018 10 13 3 22 2

Number of marks

2019 6 21 1 18 3 1



READING COMPREHENSION





Some questions will require the children to deduce answers 
by using words or phrases as evidence. 



Some questions will test the children on their 
understanding of vocabulary. 













We appealed this 
on the basis that 
the pupil had 
used the word 
‘curious’ and the 
word ‘curiosity’ is 
allowed as per 
the mark 
scheme.

Response: 
Appeal 
unsuccessful. 
The answer 
given is too 
general in 
relation to the 
context.



We appealed this 
on the basis that 
the pupil had 
used the phrase 
‘saving her 
children. ‘Saved 
her babies’ is in 
the mark 
scheme.

Response: 
Appeal 
unsuccessful. 
The response 
does not suggest 
a completed 
action and is 
incorrect.



How to Help Your Child with Reading
• Listening to your child read can take many forms.

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS2 is equally as 
important as listening to your child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of 
time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the 
characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what 
will happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the 
internet or an app on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can 
involve anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, 
magazines, football programmes, TV guides.

• Visit the local library 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test

 The grammar, punctuation and spelling test consists of two parts: 
a grammar and punctuation paper requiring short answers, lasting 
45 minutes, and an aural spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 
15 minutes.

 The grammar test will last for one hour and there will be a total of 
50 marks available

 The grammar and punctuation test will include two sub-types of 
questions:

 Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the sentence 
below’

 Constructed response, e.g. ‘Correct/complete/rewrite the 
sentence below,’ or, ‘The sentence below has an apostrophe 
missing. Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’



Sample Questions







We appealed this 
on the basis that 
the pupil ‘s 
answer matches 
the mark 
scheme.

Response: 
Appeal 
unsuccessful. 
The verbs must 
not be 
capitalised.



We appealed this 
on the basis that 
the pupil  had 
used the word 
point as an 
imperative verb.

Response: 
Appeal 
unsuccessful. 
Each sentence 
must begin with 
a capital letter. 
End of sentence 
punctuation 
must be 
appropriate and 
accurate. 



There are 20 spelling 
sentences.

The spelling words are tested 
within thecontext of a 
sentence.

As the sentences are read 
out to the children,
they fill in the correct 
spellings on their copy of
the text.

Spelling





KS2 SATS - May 2011

Writing

 Teacher assessment from cross-curricular writing samples taken 
through the year.

 Moderators visit school in May/June 2020 to check these 
assessments.

 Must be able to spell the Year 3 and 4 word list.

 Must be able to spell most of the Year 5 and 6 word list.

 Must be using a full range of punctuation mostly correctly.



• The children will be assessed as either ‘working towards the 
expected standard’, ‘working at the expected standard’ or ‘working 
at greater depth’.

• For children to be working at expected standard, they must 
consistently demonstrate ALL these features, MOST of the time:



Writing – Expected standard 
• The pupil can: 
• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows 

good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in 
instructions and persuasive writing) 

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere 
• integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action 
• select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, 

doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; 
using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest 
degrees of possibility) 

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, 
pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs 

• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing 
• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech) 
• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list and use a dictionary to 

check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 
• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.



How to Help Your Child with Writing

• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, 
shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find 
synonyms and expand vocabulary.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for 
editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing 
features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!



THE MATHS TESTS
 Children sit three papers in maths:

 Paper 1: Arithmetic, 30 minutes

 Papers 2 and 3: Reasoning, 40 minutes per paper

 Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where 
children have to give the correct answer to 
calculations, including long multiplication and 
division. Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of 
question types, including:

 Multiple choice

 Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a 
calculation, drawing a shape or completing a table or 
chart

 Less constrained questions, where children will have to 
explain their approach for solving a problem



KS2 SAT TESTS 2016 – MATHS

Paper 1 sample







Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning









How to Help Your Child with Maths

• Play times tables games

• Ensure homework is completed and children learn their maths 
competencies

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding 
amounts or calculating change when shopping.

• Identify, weigh or measure  quantities and amounts in the kitchen 
or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card 
games, darts, draughts or chess.



• Your child’s score will be converted into a score out of 120.

• 100 will represent the ‘national standard’. If your child scores a score 
above 110 they will be working at ‘greater depth’

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be 
judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas 
assessed by the tests.

• In July 2020 pupils will receive:
oA raw score (number of raw marks awarded).
oA scaled score in each tested subject.
oConfirmation of whether or not they attained the national 

standard

What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?



KS2 SATS 2020

Monday 11th May 2020
English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
Paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation (45mins)
Paper 2: Spelling

Tuesday 12th May 2020 English Reading (60 mins)

Wednesday 13th May 2020
Mathematics Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 mins)
Mathematics Paper 2: Reasoning (40 mins)

Thursday 14th May 2020 Mathematics Paper 3: Reasoning (40mins)



• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 
worry about and they should always just try their best. Praise and 
encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to 
practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) 
they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every 
morning!

How You Can Support Your Child 



It is widely understood that positive health and wellbeing 
– including mental health – contribute to a child’s ability 
to flourish, thrive and achieve (Public Health England, 
2014), and equipping children with the skills to enhance 
their resilience against adversity will enable them to 
navigate challenges without compromising performance. 

The phrase “Key Stage 2 SATs” can be a trigger for stress 
in teachers, parents and children all over the country. 
Opinion is divided over these National Assessments but 
it is still vital that Year 6 pupils are able to navigate SATs 
season without experiencing undue stress or anxiety.

Emotional Wellbeing



How do we do this?

- By ensuring children feel well-prepared for the tests through practising 
and analysing past papers. We can learn from our mistakes.

- Providing a healthy breakfast before the tests – we allow the children a 
calm start to the day with a meal and drink, to ensure they are fully 
prepared for the day ahead.

- Making sure that children know who to talk to if they have any concerns 
or worries. We encourage an environment where children are able to 
communicate how they are feeling.

- Introduce mindfulness techniques in school. We will also encourage the 
children to practice mindfulness at bedtime or when they feel worried.

Emotional Wellbeing


