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Assessment Policy
What is Assessment?

The word assessment is often used in two senses: a process carried out to provide data about
something or someone and as a product, as in referring to teachers’ assessments. Assessment in
the Academy involves making judgements about pupils’ attainments. It involves deciding what
information is relevant, how to collect it, how to come to a judgement and then how to report or
communicate the judgement to those who want to know what pupils are achieving. All of these
decisions depend on the reason for conducting the assessment. Reasons for conducting
assessment within the Academy may include: helping pupils with learning, letting parents know
how their child is progressing, allowing teachers to regulate their teaching and diagnose
problems, to report on school progress and effectiveness to bodies such as Governors and Central
Government.

The Assessment Reform Group simply define assessment as:

The process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide
where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there.

At Lowbrook we believe assessment is an essential ingredient of outstanding teaching and
learning. Quality assessment is of fundamental importance to all teachers, parents and children.
They provide vital information required for planning the whole curriculum and for measuring
learning outcomes. It is an ongoing process undertaken on a formal and informal basis. It is an
essential feature of the effective practice at the Academy.

Aims

e To ensure effective teaching and learning for all pupils.

e To ensure a common understanding of aims, objectives (Learning Intentions) and
priorities.

e To provide multiple opportunities for children to show what they know, understand and
can do.

e Toinform children, teachers, parents, governors, community and Central Government of
progress and achievements.

e To ensure effective feedback so that children can learn from failure and develop
resilience.

Purpose and Methods of Assessment

The Cambridge review identifies two kinds of purpose for assessment:

e Helping learning and teaching,
e Reporting on what has been learned.
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These are not different kinds of assessment but different ways of using the data that assessment
provides. The first is described as formative or assessment for learning. Information gathered for
this purpose has only one use; by definition if it is not used to help learning then it cannot be
described as formative. In contrast, assessment for the second purpose, described as summative
since the results provide a summation of learning at a point in time, is used in several ways.

The results for individual children are used within the school for recording pupils’ progress,
reporting to parents and to pupils and, in some cases, for grouping pupils. Summative assessment
is also carried out for use outside the Academy, to meet the requirements of statutory national
assessment and, in some cases, for selection.

At Lowbrook Academy we ensure that there are both:

1. Assessment for Learning  (formative)
2. Assessment of Learning  (summative)

Assessment for Learning (Formative)

What this involves for teachers is best described as a cyclical process, in which they gather data
about pupils’ current understandings and skills by observation, careful questioning, gathering
children’s views and studying pupils work, then interpret this information in relation to the lesson
goals to decide the next steps in learning. The cycle is repeated by gathering more data in the next
activity, having the effect of regulating learning so that the pace of moving forward is adjusted to
ensure the active participation of learners. The value of children’s participation at all stages in this
cycle is widely recognised. It requires that children as well as teachers have a clear idea of what
they should be aiming for, thus enabling them to take part in assessing their work and gaining
some independence in learning. Teachers will continuously assess their children during the course
of every day’s teaching. Central to this process ensures that teaching:

e Shares learning goals with pupils.

e Helps pupils to know and to recognise the standards to aim for.

e Presents the learning intention as a question— Can | calculate ... ?).

e Provides feedback which leads pupils to identify what they should do next to improve.

e Has a commitment that every pupil can improve.

e Involves both teacher, TAs and pupils reviewing and reflecting a pupil’s performance and
progress.

e Involves pupils in self-assessment.

e Provides opportunities for revisiting prior work with limited input. We recognise that
repeated testing using varied time intervals improves long term memory. Goodbye to
“Cramming,” and an endorsement of the phrase, “Use it or lose it.”

There are many opportunities that allow for these assessments. For example:-
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e Marking of work against the learning objective.

e Discussion with individual and groups of children.

e Discussion with teaching assistants and other professionals working with children.
e Targeted questioning.

e The use of whiteboards during the introduction of a lesson

e the use of response partners during a lesson

e revisiting learning objectives throughout the lesson and in the plenary.

e The setting and evaluation of clear targets.

e Use of response partners.

e Re-testing, cold tasks, delayed feedback

These everyday assessments will inform the teacher of:

e Whether children have learnt and can re-call, use and apply what has been taught.

e Who needs more help or is ready for extension.

e Who is making better or less than expected progress.

e  Whether all children, including vulnerable groups such as Pupil Premium and those with
Pupil Passports are meeting their individual learning targets.

e Whether teachers need to refine any aspects of their teaching and adjust planning.

e Whether children are working hard and putting effort into their learning and whether
children are demonstrating resilience through their work.

Assessment of Learning (Summative)

Summative assessment is a judgement made on what a child has learnt. This data is used to
ascertain and recognise levels of pupils’ achievement on a standardised basis, to compare and
analyse progress and to assess the quality of teaching and learning within the Academy.
Summative assessment at the Academy is carried out through testing and teacher assessments. It
is used largely to inform parents how their child is progressing, allowing the school’s leadership
and teachers to diagnose anomalies or problems with teaching or pupil groups and to report on
school progress and effectiveness to bodies such as governors and Central Government. Data is
recorded and analysed within the school, by the DFE and by the Fisher Family Trust (FFT).

At Lowbrook Academy, we ensure that, throughout the year, judgements about pupils’
performance in relation to national standards are made.

These judgements are made through:
i) Formal testing

e On entry to Foundation Stage, all children are assessed using NFER Reception Baseline
Assessment or something equivalent (CEM-Centre for Evaluating and Monitoring). The
EYFS profile (Development Matters 0-60) is completed throughout the year until the end
of the Foundation Stage.
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Formal testing of Y2 is continuous throughout the year; the teacher’s assessment will be
used to inform the standard given at the end of the Key stage. A variety of assessments
are used, these include the Standard Assessment Tasks for English grammar, punctuation
and spelling, Reading and Maths. Monitoring of teacher assessment is essential and is
carried out in school, with colleagues from surrounding schools and by the LA.

At the end of Year 1, the school administers the Phonics Screening in accordance with
National Policy.

At the end of Year 4, the school administers the Multiplication Check in accordance with
National Policy.

At the end of KS2 the school administers the Standard Assessment Tasks for English
grammar, punctuation and spelling, Reading and Maths in accordance with National
Policy.

All Domains have agreed assessment schemes and schedule as outlined within the
assessment rota schedule. Re-testing of spelling, times tables, competencies and key facts
are the norm and ensures that we are building the neural plasticity and long term
memory of our learners.

Teacher Assessment.

Teacher assessment is an essential part of the Curriculum. The results from teacher assessment
are reported alongside test results. Both have equal status and provide complementary
information about children’s attainment. The tests provide a standard snapshot of attainment at
the end of each year group, while teacher assessment, carried out as part of teaching and learning
in the classroom, covers the full range of scope of the programmes of study, and takes account of
evidence of achievement in a range of contexts, including that gained through discussion and
observation. Moderation of teaching assessments is the norm and often external.

Teacher assessment is rooted in the level descriptions of the National Curriculum and agreed
syllabus for RE.

The way this is achieved is through:

On going standardised reading assessments.

A termly unaided writing activity.

End of topic assessment and review activities in maths.

On-going standardised maths assessments.

Regular mental maths testing of x tables and the Lowbrook Competencies.

End of topic assessments in Science and Faith & Belief

Regular topic and domain knowledge and skill assessment (Please refer to assessment
rota),

Weekly spelling tests.

The review of Pupil Passports

Recording of concerns on individual attainment, progress and emotional wellbeing on
CPOMS, the vulnerable children tracker and the emotional wellbeing tracker.
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To ensure quality and consistency in assessments, teachers will moderate work together and with
colleagues from other schools. Cross-referencing assessment information from different sources
rather than relying on just one source of information gives the most reliable indication of
progress.

The importance of assessment and record keeping

e Assessment is a continuous process that should highlight a child’s strengths, weaknesses
and progress within the curriculum and also inform future planning. It will also identify
the achievement of vulnerable groups within the school e.g. EAL, SEN, FSM, LAC, Summer
born, Pupil Premium, etc.

e Assessment will aid in the identification of the more able and most able children.

e  When children have shown what they know, understand and can do they will have a
purpose to their education.

e Assessment breeds confidence because success is highlighted and achievable growth
points are identified.

e Children should be involved in the assessment of their own work. This assessment should
be criteria referenced and not comparative.

e It should be free from issues that cloud judgements, e.g. stereotyping, broad
generalisations and be related to high yet realistic expectations.

e Record keeping allows efficient retrieval and reporting of progression and achievements.
It will therefore be an open, systematic and comprehensive record of the individual’s
capabilities. Confidentiality is of paramount importance.

e Assessment folders are to be kept up to date, easy to read and follow children’s progress.
This policy along with the assessment rota are to be kept in every class teacher’s
assessment folder for easy reference.

e The records kept by the individual teacher and the school will record and assist the
reporting of each child’s achievements and progress.

e All summative assessment results for English and Maths are recorded on Target Tracker,
an interactive data tracking system. This is updated and reviewed termly.

e All summative assessments for the Foundation Subjects are recorded on the school’s
internal system for monitoring attainment and progress. This is updated and reviewed
termly.
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Record Keeping

Record keeping can be formal or informal. Sometimes brief jottings are appropriate; sometimes
more detailed accounts are needed. Most children will achieve the learning objective as planned
and a record will only be kept of children who are not meeting or exceeding the objectives in
these circumstances. The teacher will make comments about these children in his/her assessment
file.

Records kept by the school will:

e Clearly show children’s progress over time.

e |dentify children or groups not making the expected progress.

e Record significant achievements in Curriculum subjects, Religious Education and other
learning.

e Include the outcomes of observation, questioning, marking and testing.

e Inform future planning.

e Inform and feed into reports to parents, twice annually.

e Be used as diagnostic tools for continuous improvement planning.

e Be used as an indicator of success in achieving the aims and objectives of the Academy.

The quantity and quality of record keeping will be regularly reviewed to ensure that it meets the
purposes for which it is intended.

For details on specific records please refer to the assessment rota and individual teacher
assessment files (Teaching staff only). A record of formal assessments for Literacy and Maths will
be kept within the school office along with external judgements on our results such as
RAISEONLINE reporting.

Reporting to Parents

Parent Teacher Consultations

At Lowbrook Academy, there is one formal parent-teacher consultation per year (Term 4). This is
important because it gives parents and teachers an opportunity to discuss a child’s progress,
achievements, targets and Pupil Passport (if appropriate).

School Reports

The Interim School Report is sent out to parents at the end of the Autumn Term. This report
includes:

e Attainment descriptors across all domains

e Target attainment descriptors in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and SPaG

e A numerical indication of attitude to learning across all domains
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The End of Year School Report is sent out to parents towards the end of the Summer Term. This
report includes:

e Comments on a pupil’s progress in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and Science
e Attainment descriptors across all domains.

e A numerical indication of attitude to learning across all domains

e Comments on pupil’s personal and social development.

e Attendance figures.

e Arrangements for discussing the report with parents.

National descriptors are broken down in 3 sub-descriptors in order to more clearly demonstrate
to parents their child’s level of security within the descriptor. These are as follows:

EXP 3 Working Just Within the Expected Age-Related Standard

EXP 2 Working At the Expected Age-Related Standard

EXP 1 Working Securely At the Expected Age-Related Standard

GDS 3 Working Just Within Greater Depth Within the Expected Age-Related Standard

GDS 2 Working at Greater Depth Within the Expected Age-Related Standard

GDS 1 Working Securely at Greater Depth Within the Expected Age-Related Standard

EYFS parents are also sent a separate sheet that includes details of their child’s EYFS profile.
Year 6 parents are also sent a separate sheet that includes details of their child’s SAT results and
teacher assessments.

Transfer of Information

It is vital that useful assessments are passed on to the next teacher to ensure that progress can be
tracked over time and planning can be pitched at the appropriate level. . Transition meetings are
timetabled for the end of an academic year to ensure the accurate passing on of relevant
information from one teacher to another.

In addition, to ensure a smooth transition from KS2 to KS3, Year 6 teachers meet with Year 7
teachers from the surrounding secondary schools in the Summer Term to discuss individual

children.

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities

Children with SEND are identified and assessed as early as possible so that appropriate provision
can be made to support the child’s learning. (See SEND Policy) Those children who are not
attaining new national curriculum expectations are assessed using P scales.

English as an Additional Language

Teachers are aware of those children in their class who speak English as an additional language.
They will differentiate the tasks so that the children have access to the curriculum. All children
Assessment Policy
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who are identified as having English as an additional language are assessed on the levels
according to local Government schemes.

More Able and Most Able

The teachers regularly identify children who are more able and most able. Please refer to the
More Able and Most Able policy for identification through assessment.

Roles and Responsibilities for Assessment

The assessment policy and practice is the responsibility of the Principal. The Assessment Leader is
responsible for managing the implementation of this policy.

This policy needs to be read in conjunction with the policies on:
e Teaching & Learning
e Curriculum

e Marking

e Monitoring
e SEN

o EAL

e More able and Most Able

Confidentiality

Parents/Carers will have full access to their own child’s data and teacher assessments along with
statutory reports such as league tables outlining the school’s performance. Teachers will have
access to all pupils’ data and teacher assessments. Governors will have access to all data but will
not have access to individual pupil data the school holds. Central Government will have all
statutory assessments of pupils on role.

Considerations when applying this policy

1. Children in England, as is well known, are amongst the most tested in the world.
Cambridge Review 2011. We must ensure that we plan our assessment carefully in line
with the above principles and don’t over test or use tests in a negative way with the
children within the Academy.

2. Summative assessment pleases some pupils but makes others anxious. This happens not
only when they are given formal tests, but when their work is marked, which is why
teachers’ comments rather than grades are important in assessment for learning. Given
that pupils in England are the most tested of any country, this Academy has reduced the
need for marks where comments would be more useful.
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3. Validity- High validity is important for summative assessment. ldeally it should provide
information about the full range of learning goals. For instance, external tests which are
administered to large numbers of pupils are, in practice, limited to what can be assessed
using paper and pencil, thereby restricting validity while considerations of reliability mean
that there is preference for test items that can be marked with minimum error. Both of
these factors tend to reduce the range of what is included and hence the validity of the
results. This causes tension between reliability and validity and the Academy must take a
view on this when administering this policy.

4. The impact of Year 6 SAT’s and league tables should be considered. The Cambridge review
paints a negative picture regarding the impact on testing in Year 6. It highlights that
teachers had adopted a transmission style of teaching based around test content and day
to day testing became summative based. The submission from NAPE reported that “in a
great many schools coaching for test performance has replaced education.” The
Cambridge Review also concludes that evidence in relation to aspects of motivation for
learning has accumulated to suggest that testing lowers the self-esteem of the lower
achieving pupils and gives all pupils a rather narrow view of learning. In this respect, test
performance is more highly valued than what is being learned. The Academy is committed
to quality learning and is committed to using assessment to this end. It does not teach to
tests and does not advocate the transmission style of teaching.

Principal’s last thought:

“Test scores and measures of achievement tell you where a pupil is now but they certainly don’t
tell you where a pupil may end up. Please use assessment as a key step towards the ‘Yet’.”

Signed: Chair of Governors

Signed: Principal
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Appendix 1
Annual Assessment Rota

Foundation Stage Profile
On entry to Foundation Stage all children will be assessed using the new NFER Reception
Baseline Assessment. This assessment provides a baseline scoring on entry consisting of
Core Assessments (Mathematics tasks and Communication, language and Literacy tasks)
and Optional Assessments (Foundations of Learning checklist).

e The EYFS (Development Matters 0-60) will be completed daily using the Evidence Me
software and recorded against the 17 areas of Early Learning Goals at the end of each term.

Areas of Learning:

e Communication and language
ELG 01 Listening, attention and understanding
ELG 02 Speaking

e Personal, Social and Emotional development
ELG 03 Self-Regulation
ELG 04 Managing Self
ELG 05 Building Relationships

e Physical Development
ELG 06 Gross Motor Skills
ELG 07 Fine Motor Skills

e Literacy
ELG 08 Comprehension
ELG 09 Word Reading
ELG 10 Writing

e  Mathematics
ELG 11 Number
ELG 12 Numerical Patterns

e Understanding the world
ELG 13 Past and Present
ELG 14 People, Culture and Communities
ELG 15 The Natural World

e Expressive Arts and Design
ELG 16 Creating with Materials
ELG 17 Being imaginative and Expressive

ELG 1-7 are the Prime Areas of Learning and ELG 8-17 are the Specific Areas of Learning. At the end
of each academic year children are judged as emerging or expected against the Early Learning Goals
and Characteristics of Learning (playing and exploring, active learning and creating & thinking
critically).
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Mathematics

NTS Maths assessments are to be completed by children in years 1 - 6 and handed to the
Maths Domain Leader by the last Friday of every second term (Autumn 2, Spring 2, Summer
2). Children in Foundation will be tested in PUMA in Term 6 as stage appropriate.

P scale assessments will be carried out by all teachers who have children who have not
achieved age related National Curriculum performance descriptors - 3 assessments annually.
All classroom teachers are expected to test times tables weekly in relation to expectations in
the 2016 National Curriculum. Each class teacher has the autonomy to test according to their
own teaching methods. The results of these tests should be recorded on the class tracker. The
Maths Domain Leader will monitor this across the school. Foundation stage and Y1 will assess
the early steps number bonds and targets in the early learning goals.

The children are encouraged to meet the standards set out in the 2016 National Curriculum
through revision and testing of competency skills. The children need to complete the test
correctly twice and show they can apply the skills in class. Once achieved, certificates will be
awarded, and this will be recorded on the class tracker. Certificates will be stored in children’s
individual folders.

Rising Stars or Testbase Arithmetic Tests (Years 1-10) are to be completed weekly. These are
ongoing in relation to the national objectives. Once again, the format for testing is determined
by each classroom teacher, however suggested formats have been given to the teachers.
Results should be recorded on the class tracker. The Maths Domain Leader and Assessment
Leader will monitor these across the school.

Year 4 children undertake the statutory Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) in June. The
purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can recall their tables fluently, which is
essential for future success in mathematics.

Literacy, Oracy and Language

All staff will level written work termly - 6 assessments annually - using the age-related
National Curriculum performance descriptors linked to Target Tracker. Selected pieces of
work will be assessed and moderated by the LOL domain leader. All writing assessments are
to be put into the writing assessment folders.

EYFS and KS1 pupils will be assessed every half term (6 assessments annually) using the
Monster Phonics placement chart. This informs groupings for guiding reading based on
reading level and establishes book level (stage 1-7) for independent reading at home.

All children who have completed the Monster Phonics Reading Scheme levels will move onto
Accelerated reader. A Star Reading assessment is completed termly (6 assessments annually)
determining an individual’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) to guide children when
selecting books to read independently. Star Reading assessments will also determine a child’s
reading age and competence with comprehension and inference. ZPD and reading age will be
recorded on the class tracker.

Children in Years 1-6 will be tested in Reading Comprehension skills in Terms 2, 4 and 6 using
NTS Reding. Children in Foundation will be tested in PIRA in Terms 4 and 6 as stage
appropriate.
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e  Each child (years 2-6) will be tested termly - 6 assessments annually - using the Denis Young
Parallel Spelling test. Spelling lists will include words from the statutory Appendix from the
National Curriculum 2014. The Parallel Spelling Test will derive a spelling age, which is then
recorded on the class tracker.

e All children in years 1-6 will have weekly spellings which are taught, practiced and assessed in
school. These spellings are in accordance with the Spelling Shed scheme which correlates (in
years 1 and 2) with the Monster Phonics scheme to ensure consolidation of knowledge.

Results for spelling will be recorded weekly on the class tracker. In addition, children are
assessed on a list of high frequency words and statutory spelling list words each term and are
rewarded with a Lowbrook Academy Spelling Star Certificate. These stars are progressive and
more able children are challenged by investigative work e.g. finding more words to fit the
spelling rule, pattern or string and are asked to place words in context by using complex
sentences. Those children who persistently underperform must be brought to the attention
of the school SENCo for intervention.

e  SPAG tests to be administered every alternate term (Terms 1, 3 and 5). Format for these tests can be
determined by the class teacher in accordance with their own teaching method. Results are to be
recorded on the class tracker. Rising Stars GAPS (Grammar and Punctuation and Spelling) will be
administered at the end of every long term (Terms 2, 4 and 6).

e All children performing below age related National Curriculum performance descriptors will
be assessed using P scales every term. P scales will be moderated by the school SENCo
(Frances Garland).

Science and Technology

e Science will be assessed at the end of each unit of work. This will be done using the Rising
Stars Science Assessment. All Science results are to recorder on the non-core subjects
assessment grid and results will be analysed by the Domain Leader and Assessment Leader
(Raman Herr).

ICT

e Computing is assessed using the school’s own Computing Assessment Sheets, which are
completed for each pupil during terms 2, 4, and 6. These sheets are based on teacher
assessments of pupils’ skills and knowledge across the three strands of computing:
Computer Programming, Digital Literacy, and Information Technology. The teacher
responsible for delivering computing lessons completes the assessments, ensuring they
reflect individual progress and attainment. To maintain consistency and quality, the
Computing Lead (Harriet Daniels) collects and monitors samples of assessments across
the school. This process ensures a clear and thorough understanding of pupil
development in computing.

Physical and Emotional Health
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e The school’s own PE Assessment Sheets are to be completed for each pupil in terms 2, 4
and 6. These are based on Teacher Assessment of skills and knowledge associated with
each topic. They will be completed either by the class teacher or the Specialist Teacher who
has taught the class.

e Significant observations are recorded on CPOMS where necessary. Teachers are
encouraged to develop questioning strategies and forums to aid in the assessment of social
and emotional development. Concerns surrounding the emotional wellbeing of individual
students are recorded on the vulnerable children tracker. Based on CPOMS, the vulnerable
children tracker and P4C discussions, teachers will be aware of children within their class
require additional support. Support may be sought from the school Emotional Health and
Well-being Lead and SENCo (Frances Garland) or the ELSA trained assistants (Nicola Ivey
and Callum Young).

Faith and Belief
e Faith and Belief will be assessed at the end of each unit of work. This will be done using
assessments designed by the class teacher, in conjunction with the Faith and Belief Subject
Leader, in line with the objectives laid out in the agreed syllabus for RE.
Citizenship and Ethics
e The school’s own assessment sheets are to be completed for each pupil in Terms 2, 4 and
6. These are based on Teacher Assessment of skills and knowledge associated with each
topic.

Place and Time

e The school’s own assessment sheets are to be completed for each pupil in Terms 2, 4 and 6.
These are based on Teacher Assessment of skills and knowledge associated with each topic

Arts and Creativity

e The school’s own assessment sheets are to be completed for each pupil in Terms 2, 4 and 6.
These are based on Teacher Assessment of skills and knowledge associated with each topic.

Vulnerable Groups (SEND, Pupil Premium/FSM, EAL, LAC)

e Star reading assessments are to be administered before writing all Pupil Passports. Pupil
Passports are to be completed termly (3 times per year) The ZPD and reading age is to be
written on the Pupil Passport and kept in the class assessment folder and SEND folder.

e Parallel Spelling Test - The Denis Young spelling test is to be administered before writing all
Pupil Passports. Pupil Passports are to be completed termly (3 times a year). The score is to
be written on the Pupil Passports and kept in class assessment folder.

e Maths - Those children who are below age related National Curriculum expectations (with
the exception of Early Years Foundation Stage children) are to be assessed on the P scale
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termly (3 times a year). The P score is to be recorded on the Pupil Passports (if appropriate).
PUMA scores to be recorded. See Maths statement.

e Allresults are to be recorded on the Lowbrook Vulnerable Children tracker and handed to

the SENCo (Frances Garland) and Inclusion Manager and Assessment Leader (Veronica
Quinby)

Appendix 2

‘Back to School: Using psychological perspectives to support re-engagement and recovery’
(British Psychological Society’s guidance)

(Attached)
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